Message from The Principal

16th December 2021

I hope you enjoy this latest edition of our termly newsletter. As you will
see from the articles the school has been a busy place with lots of exciting and enriching events taking place. Some of the highlights I have
seen included a fantastic Remembrance Day assembly with students
reading an extract from a solider. We were overwhelmed by the significant number of entries for the speech writing competition across all year
groups and as many parents witnessed during the Achievement assemblies the standard was incredibly high. All this week students have been
receiving recognition for their efforts and successes in our termly
Achievement assemblies. Students receive certificates for exceptional
achievements in each subject, and recognition of their commitment to
our shared values of Knowledge, Aspiration and Respect across the
term. Achievement Assemblies have developed into an important expression of what it means to be a student at our school, and it is something that all our students should be very proud of. As we move towards
Christmas, the events continue apace with our non-uniform day collection and Bake Sale on Friday. This year, the Student Council have decided they would like to donate to the Crisis Homeless charity.

As you can see from the newsletter, the Student Council at Phoenix Academy are growing in size and
strength, and are an increasingly important part of how the school is organised and run. We are also
developing a range of forums so that we can respond to the voice of the parental community in our
school. I am convinced that by working together we are able to make our school better, for everyone
in our community. The greatest responsibility I have is to ensure the school is a safe place where students are happy and are able to learn. However, increasing issues that we are dealing with in school
have their origin outside school, on social media, and on the journey from school to home. Here, more
than ever, schools need the support of parents. As a result, I have two requests from you as parents/
carers:


Monitor your child’s use of Social Media, they may not like your interest in their online life, but it is
important they understand that their behaviour and conduct in the virtual world matters in the real
world.



Please ensure your children are returning home immediately at the end of the school day. If your
child is returning home late, ask where they have been since school finished. It may be somewhere you are happy about, the local library, a trusted friend’s house etc. However, please be
aware that during the time between school and home young people are outside of our authority,
and are at their most vulnerable, especially if they are in public places such as parks or town centres, in Hammersmith and Fulham.

We must work together to ensure our young people are safe, and in the authority of adults. I would
like to end by thanking you for all the support you provide to the school and by wishing you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Tony MacDowall
Principal
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English Department
Year 7 – Beowulf
This term, Year 7 read and studied ‘Beowulf’. This unit focused on exploring the presentation of the epic hero and comparing Anglo – Saxon
and Greek epic heroes. The other main purpose of the unit was for the
students to understand, practise and evaluate the epic style of writing.
The students have really enjoyed writing their own descriptions imitating the epic style using a range of techniques such as kennings, superlatives and hyperbole.

Year 8 – William Blake’s Poetry
This term, Year 8 read and studied William Blake’s poems. As well as
reviewing their learning so far in the curriculum, students developed
their analytical skills and fostered a more complex understanding of
the individual in society. Having studied epic poetry (‘The Odyssey’
and ‘Beowulf’) and dramatic poetry (‘Julius Caesar’ and ‘Romeo and
Juliet’), the students were given the opportunity to learn about the
more personal voice, by means of shorter poems in the collection
‘Songs of Innocence and Experience’. By using Blake as the vehicle
for this new area of study, students were also able to examine the cultural shift from the Enlightenment to Romanticism. Students explored a
wide range of topics and themes within Blake’s poetry including oppression, the loss of innocence, trauma, joy, love, nature, and spirituality.

Year 9 – Murder on the Orient Express
After reading and studying George Eliot’s ‘Silas Marner’ in Term 1, this
term the students have been developing their understanding of structure and the form of the novel through Agatha Christie’s ‘Murder on the
Orient Express’. Students have enjoyed reading the detective novel
and have particularly focused on structure, characterisation, and the
creation of tension. They have also been working hard to create their
own detective stories imitating the style of Agatha Christie.
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English Department
Year 10 – Frankenstein
This term, Year 10 read and studied Mary Shelley’s ‘Frankenstein’ as
part of their GCSE Literature course. The students particularly developed their critical reading skills including exploring key themes across
the novel, supporting a point of view by selecting and analysing evidence in the text and using their understanding of the writer’s social,
historical and cultural contexts to inform their interpretations.

Year 10 and 11 GCSE English Useful Websites
Quizlet: https://quizlet.com
Sparknotes: http://www.sparknotes.com/
Copy
of
Macbeth:
macbethscenes.html
Copy of
h.htm

Frankenstein:

http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/84/84-h/84-

Copy of An Inspector Calls: Full Text
BBC Bitesize AQA English Language revision: https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
BBC Bitesize AQA English Literature Macbeth revision: https://
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgq3dmn
BBC Bitesize AQA English Literature An Inspector Calls revision:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpr639q
BBC Bitesize AQA English Literature Conflict Frankenstein revision:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9mrqty
Mr Bruff’s Videos on Power & Conflict
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGFsWf-PcAO64lBHZTFwTz2X0DD_Cxk
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Pastoral department
I am so proud of the many achievements of our students during what
has been an incredibly successful Autumn term. One of the highlights
has been our introduction of weekly whole-key-stage assemblies
where we celebrate our students’ successes. A wide range of students
have won the Achievement Award which is given to those who have
achieved the most merits in that week. The student who has won the
most Achievement Awards so far this year is Hameda Ismail who has
also achieved a staggering 100 merits so far this term. Really well
done Hameda.
Each assembly has been based around our school’s shared values of
Aspiration, Knowledge and Respect. Through each assembly we have
learnt how inspirational people such as Eliud Kipchoge, Ibtihaj Muhammad, Devante Gravesande-Smith, Louis Armstrong, Serena Williams, and many more have lived our shared values in the pursuit of
their achievements. This has culminated in a speech writing competition where our students have written about why our shared values are
special to them. The winning speeches will be read aloud in our End of
Term Achievement Assemblies.
Through assemblies and tutor time we have also explored Black History Month and marked Remembrance Day. During our Remembrance
Assembly ten of our students read aloud the diary entries of a fallen
soldier beautifully. We have also had a group of students present on
the climate change issue. It has been wonderful to hear our students
articulate themselves so impressively in assembly and we look forward
to hearing from more of them next term.
This term has also involved the relaunch of our beloved House System. Every student now has a house pin-badge that they should wear
on their blazer with pride! We have had a weekly house competition
from football to a photography competition to a maths challenge. It has
been wonderful to see teachers and students working together in their
houses and competing in the right spirit for merits. Currently Athena
are leading the way with Zeus in second and Apollo in third. Please do
keep encouraging your child to wear their pin-badge, volunteer for
house competitions and compete for merits. We have all thoroughly
enjoyed the friendly but competitive atmosphere around school this
term!
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Latin
Latin was fully introduced to Phoenix Academy only three years ago
and I have been delighted to watch it develop over such a short period
of time. We now have two year groups taking the GCSE exam and
students entering competitions in which they write their own fables in
Latin!
The curriculum aims to develop students’ knowledge of both Latin and
the Roman world, exploring subjects which range from mythology and
entertainment to gladiators and emperors. As the course progresses,
students also learn about ancient culture beyond Rome itself, journeying into African Leptis Magna, and the city of Crocodilopolis (an Egyptian site where crocodiles were worshipped). Now at the end of term,
students have been introduced to a whole range of strange and fascinating topics.


Year 7 have been mastering the basics of Latin grammar, alongside the translation of stories about gladiators and Roman education. Next term, they will be writing their own stories in Latin, some
of which will be published as part of a trust wide competition.
Year 8 have been translating stories about Cleopatra and Julius
Caesar, and the evil emperor Commodus.
Year 9 have been studying the ancient world beyond Rome, most
recently learning about Carthage and the tragic story of Aeneas
and Dido.
Year 10, in preparation for their GCSE next year, have been working hard to learn new grammar points, and translating stories about
Roman Egypt.
Year 11 have been reading Latin poetry by ancient authors on the
theme of magic and superstition. Their subjects ranging from werewolves to witches, these poems offer insights into how Romans
viewed and interacted with the supernatural.








5

5

16th December 2021
History
It has been a pleasure to join Phoenix Academy this term, and I would
like to extend my thanks to all the students for making me and the other new History teachers feel so welcome.
We have had a busy first term in the History and Politics department
and the students have been learning about a range of fascinating topics, ranging from the Islamic Golden Age in Year 7 to the Age of Revolution in Year 9. At KS4, students have begun to look at a range of fascinating new GCSE topics – all our Year 10 and 11 students have
made an impressively dedicated and enthusiastic start to the year,
which surely bodes well for the terms ahead. KS5 students have been
working hard to develop their knowledge and analytical skill, with our
Year 13s in particular working busily away on independent historical
investigations: I am excited to see the end results!
It was a particular privilege to be able to deliver the first of October’s
assemblies to mark Black History Month; I chose as my theme the life
of Toussaint L’Overture, the leader of the Haitian Revolution during its
early stages and a remarkable figure of the global Enlightenment. Year
9s have subsequently had the opportunity to deepen their knowledge
of L’Overture’s life and legacy by studying the Haitian Revolution in
relation to contemporary revolutions in America and France. Black History Month was also celebrated in a History Society presentation on
Black Britons in early modern England, delivered by Mr Witchell, whilst
all students in KS3 had the opportunity to learn about different aspects
of Black History throughout their lessons in October.
Beyond the study of History, Mr Alimovic has continued to organise
discussions and workshops with DebateMate, whose representatives
have supported some of our students this term to debate various topical issues. In the hope that Covid restrictions will remain lifted next
term, we are looking forward to organising trips to the Imperial War
Museum and Hampton Court Palace in the new year to supplement
our students’ study of History in the classroom.
My thanks once again to all students for their hard work, enthusiasm
and positivity this term – wishing you all a happy break!

Mr Stock, Head of History.
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Art
Phoenix art Instagram:
Miss Williams is showcasing the Phoenix art from year 7 to 11 on the
@phoenixacademyart Instagram page encouraging for parents
and students to keep up to date with the progress of students creations.
Phoenix Wings:
Mr MacDowell and Mr Everett showed off their artistic flair on Year 6
open evening in the Phoenix Academy art department. Thank you to
all of the Year 11’s students who were perfect role models and helped
out guiding the year 6’s on painting their own feathers for the Phoenix
wings collaborative art project. More than 100 feathers were painted to
help build the wings which are now displayed in the art dept.

Art Club:
This term Art Club launched every Wednesday after school for all KS3
students. The students have had the opportunity to use materials and
equipment to extend their art knowledge outside of the classroom. So
far we have had fun with paints creating different textures and printed
with ink and leaves. In the last art club session students focused on
proportion and using graphite pencils to create mannequin drawings.
The Year 7’s exceeded expectations and created top quality drawings.
GCSE MOCK:
The year 11’s recently completed their 5 hour art mock exam where
they all produced impressive work and are now working on feedback
to improve their sketchbooks aiming for the best grades possible. Really excited to see their projects in the new term there is a lot of potential.

7

7

16th December 2021
Enrichment
This term has been particularly busy with external providers coming
onto the premises and students getting out. The Year 7’s have had the
M&G Challenge with The Talent Foundry coming in to run workshops
supporting Maths. Schools Challenge with JP Morgan mentors will
continue until the final in March and we now have a Business Club
with the Youth Foundation and its mentor guiding students as they
form a business, make a product and sell it. There is a Chess Club
with its inter-house competition in January and a thriving Drama Club.
Our new students from Afghanistan have joined our cricket club and
are excelling. We are lucky to have the support of Rohan and the Fulham Cricket Club to train our students whom he says, ‘have a lot of
talent’.
There are many Sports Clubs including Rugby, Football and Basketball, which has new kit ordered so we are looking forward to our first
game in it. Of course, enrichment is not all about sport and we have
keen gardeners prepared to get dirty even in the cold.
Yr. 11’s have extra maths with Imperial College medical students every Wednesday. Our Environmental Action Group has taken off in the
shadow of COP26 and is spreading the valuable lessons of how to
save our Planet from the ravages of pollution and Climate Change. We
again have had speakers in to address the sixth form and this will continue in the New Year. There was a Geography Field trip to Stratford,
which was very successful if a little, chilly.

Our Year 11’s and 13’s have been supported by a number of staff with
applications for next year’s colleges, sixth forms and universities. Boston Scientific are one of the major companies who are supporting us
and they are working with our students on an excellent programme,
which will run through to the summer. Blenheim Chalcot, the Kier
Group, Balford Beatty and many others want to work with us and this
is an excellent sign for how well Phoenix Academy is doing in the eyes
of local businesses. Let Me Play are working with us and are ensuring
that we gain the Quality in Careers Standards Award. Imperial College
is working with us on a number of projects and as our connections
grow so do the opportunities for our students. Despite the threat of
Omicron scuppering three of our trips we have had a very successful
term growing our Enrichment offer.
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16th December 2021
Music
Firstly, I wish to take this opportunity to welcome the parents of our
new year 7’s. Your children have joined at an exciting time in the music department here at Phoenix, following on from our £20,000 grant
that has enabled me to equip the department with brand new drum
kits, bass guitars, electric guitars, microphones, and keyboards.
We’re now in full swing and it has been a great pleasure seeing students’ excitement for their music lessons and to also bear witness to
their development in their instruments. This term, year 8 and year 9
have been performing cover songs, whilst year 7 have been learning
the basics on the drum kit, bass guitar and keyboard as an introduction. My vision for the department is that students will develop their
own bands, compete against other local bands in the future and host
concerts for you to enjoy.
I hope that you will continue to encourage your children to be open
and willing to learn and to take up the opportunity to have private oneto-one lessons with visiting music teachers to further develop their understanding, application, and appreciation of music. Please do encourage your child to register their interest with me (specifying their instrument of choice) by the end of the term.
I look forward to updating you on their progress.
Miss. Ugono
Head of Music and Head of Year 9
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Religious Studies
In Religious Studies this term, three of the great world religions have
been the focus of study: Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism
The story of the prince Siddhartha who gave up all that he had and
walked barefoot into the world to find enlightenment is one of the most
enduring narratives of spiritual discovery. Year 7s have been encouraged to think about the deeper meaning of the story and consider what
it is saying about life and about how to overcome suffering. Year 8s
have been pondering the stories of Hinduism including the story of Rama and Sita and what I teaches about goodness, choices and destiny.
At GCSE, the role and significance of the Prophets and the importance
of Risalah within Islam is central; those guides and teachers that Muslims worldwide hold as role models and messengers of divine truth.
Students have been reminded that in the many different religious accounts, there often lies a common wisdom; and that religious stories
reveal something of the nature of the human condition and spirit.

Geography
We have had a great Autumn term in geography – all classes have
really thrown themselves into the knowledge-rich curriculum on offer.
Year 7s have looked at the formation of Earth and more recently began mastering their map skills - six figure grid references still require a
bit of work though! Year 8s began by studying population focusing in
particular on migration between the USA and Mexico, China's One
Child Policy and the UK's ageing population. They are now studying
coasts and are beginning to appreciate their dynamic nature. Year 9
have really got stuck into tectonics and produced wonderful assignments where they had to compare two earthquakes – one in a developed country and one in an emerging country. They really stepped up
to the challenge of using evidence to support their points and justifying
their opinions. Year 10 have finished one unit towards their GCSE exams next year called 'Changing Cities', and we have recently begun
‘Changing Landscapes’ – beginning with rivers. Miss Banton and I
have been really impressed with the quality of the 8-mark answers the
students are producing. At GCSE, 8-mark answers are the highest tariff questions in Paper 1 and Paper 2. Year 11 have been working incredibly hard – we have been so impressed how the students are trying to master content they have struggled with, especially considering
their bumpy journey in Year 10 due to the covid restrictions. We went
on trip to Stratford, East London on the 25th November. This meant the
students were able to complete some valuable fieldwork to help with
Paper 3 – as well as supporting any students that wish to take geography at A Level when it comes to completing their NEA.
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Science
It has been a wonderful first term in the science department. From
September we were able to teach in our laboratories again and it has
been lovely to see students carrying out practical experiments after
such a long pause.

All our year groups have worked incredibly hard over the last couple of
weeks – some have already sat their end of term exams, and some
will complete them in the first few weeks back to school. It has been
great to see students so invested in their learning. It has been a busy
term in the science department – all year groups have studied aspects
of physics, chemistry, and biology:


Y7: Our students have spent this term studying the foundational
concepts in science - atoms, cells, and energy. These three topics
will continuously be revisited over the next five years.



Y8: In Biology Y8 have been studying health and disease and distinguishing between communicable and non-communicable diseases. They have also looked at our own defences against disease and other defences such as vaccinations. This topic has never been more relevant and helps students to understand the science behind the pandemic we have all lived through. In Chemistry,
students have looked at metals, how they bond and how we extract them. In Physics, students have studied motion and energy
transfers.



Y9: Due to Covid 19, our Y9s have missed out on the crucial years
of KS3 where we cover the core topics in science so this term, we
have spent time teaching them about cells, atoms and energy to
ensure that there are no gaps in their foundational knowledge.



Y10: In Chemistry Y10s have been looking at patterns within the
periodic table and bonding in metals and non-metals. In Biology,
they have studied the human digestive system and the all the processes involved. In Physics, they have looked at the different energy resources used to generate electricity.



Y11: Our Y11s have had a busy term going through Paper 1 content in biology, chemistry, and physics. They worked hard to revise
for their mocks and are now continuing to cover topics such as radiation, electrolysis, and non-communicable diseases.
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16th December 2021
Science

A fish dissection to show the gas exchange
system in fish.

A poster showing the properties of a buckminster
fullerene (Year 10).

A poster comparing animal and plant cells (Year
7).

A poster showing the structure of an animal
cell (Year 7).
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Physical Education
PE is finally back to normal after two disrupted years as a result of
COVID-19. It has been a great first term for PE at Phoenix Academy.
The students have displayed our three core values: knowledge, aspiration and respect throughout every lesson, house competition, extracurricular club and when representing the school in fixtures.
The first full term has been extremely busy for the PE department.
KS3 PE have been introduced to a new theoretical curriculum, challenging our students in two theoretical topics that are taught at GCSE.
This has ranged from year 7 learning the functions of the skeleton,
year 8 identifying different muscles within the body, to year 9 learning
the bones of the body. It has been great to see students’ positive response to this addition to their curriculum and I am very proud to see
the great scores that students are achieving in the theoretical tests are
reflecting this. In-addition, students have been developing their skills
within a range of sports this half-term. Through hard-work and dedication, students have shown improvements within their sporting
knowledge and their own abilities.
Year 10 have kick-started GCSE PE at Phoenix Academy showing
their maturity and enthusiasm to the course. This has been reflected
within their core PE lessons demonstrating the importance of a healthy
active lifestyle. A huge shout-out goes to our Year 11 students who
completed their NCFE Health and Fitness exam in November.
Extra-curricular clubs have seen a huge rise this year. With a range of
sports on offer, this has provided a strong platform for students to develop their personal goals. The numbers that we have seen at these
clubs has been outstanding. Through the clubs you can see the aspiration of our students wanting to improve their own sporting abilities as
well as their wellbeing. Furthermore, it shows the drive from our students wanting to represent the school in sporting fixtures.
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16th December 2021
Physical Education
Inter house competitions and fixtures are back, providing our students
with a large range of competition in and outside of school. The battle
of the houses; Athena, Apollo and Zeus has developed our students’
competitive edge. There have been some great victories for Athena
and Apollo, however next term is looking bright for Zeus. Many students across different year groups have been demonstrating their continued aspiration to represent the school within football and basketball
fixtures. It has been brilliant to see the excitement that fixtures bring to
our students and how they have been applying themselves as a result.
I am excited for the future fixtures and house competitions that we
have lined up in the new year within the Future Academies Trust as
well as in the borough.
Thank you for all your hard work this term. Have a lovely break and
see you all in the New Year.

Mr Heaton, Head of Physical Education
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Maths
Year 7
The Year 7 students have made a strong start with their secondary
level mathematics. They have studied some foundational topics, including the axioms of arithmetic. They have also explored some number theoretical problems, such as “what kind of numbers have odd
numbers of factors?” and “why are almost all prime numbers either 1
more or 1 less than a multiple of 6?”
Year 8
Year 8 have continued their studies of Mathematics Mastery this year.
Their year began with learning about linear sequences, and students
can answer questions like “what is the 1000th term in the sequence 21
+ 2n?” They can also see the link between this topic and another they
have studied – linear graphs. The notion of linearity is one which will
be important to them throughout the next few years. They have also
enjoyed forming and solving both equations and inequalities, and
strengthening their understanding of accuracy and estimation.
Year 9
Following the disruption from last year, Year 9 began the term by reviewing fractions, decimals and percentages. This was followed by
two closely linked topics: probability, and sets and Venn diagrams
(brilliant units for students looking to continue their studies in mathematics after Year 11). Then, Year 9s studied how to solve simultaneous equations both algebraically and graphically. They can now answer questions like “where do the lines y = 3x – 4 and 3y = 5x + 6 intersect?” and explain their reasoning in multiple ways.

Year 10
Key Stage 4 started the term by studying geometric topics – Year 10
opened with learning about congruence, similarity an enlargement,
followed by (re) discovering trigonometry. They have also learned
about the similarities and differences between equations and inequalities (and the similarities and differences between the solutions to
these as well).
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Maths
Year 11
Throughout this term Year 11s have been preparing for this important
year in many ways. Within maths lessons, this has involved a combination of learning new content (including about gradients and linear
graphs, non-linear graphs, ‘changing the subject’ and functions) and
carefully revising for their first round of mock examinations, sat in October and November. The students have faced a lot of challenges
over the last 18 months but have applied themselves to preparing for
these mock examinations incredibly well. Throughout the rest of the
year, they will continue to prepare for their summer exams with a combination of interventions and new content.
Sparx

Students from Year 7 to Year 10 have started to use a new homework
platform Sparx. This is a platform which sets questions for students
tailored specifically for their levels of understanding. The students
have experienced a massive amount of success with this new challenge that has required them to achieve 100% on homework tasks in
order for the homework to qualify as completed. As well as completing
the homework tasks, students can acquire XP points within Sparx by
completing additional activities. Many students have been successful
enough to receive postcards commending their performance, and it is
a delight to see the students coming down to the maths office noticeboards to see whether they have made the top 20 leader board within
their year group for the week.
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Inclusion at Phoenix Academy
Firstly, I would like to say a huge thank you to all our parents for your continued support with ensuring
that all our students achieve at Phoenix Academy and as we approach the Christmas holidays, I
would also like to say a huge thank you to our wonderful students and our inclusion team at Phoenix
Academy.
This term in the inclusion team one of our key focusses has been attendance. We have made some
huge improvements in attendance for our learners at Phoenix, but we still have a huge way to go! It is
hugely important that your child attends school every day and we have been able to offer a range of
support for our students who find coming into school difficult. This has included ‘soft start’ mornings
where we meet students at the gate and they come to the inclusion department to read a book, play a
quick board game, and discuss the day ahead. We have offered some students attendance mentors
where one of or team will meet students regularly to discuss barriers to learning and attending school
and work on strategies to improve attendance.
Mental Health and wellbeing.

Another one of our focusses this term has been ensuring that all our students have access to mental health support if needed. We have a fulltime school counsellor who offers counselling therapy for our students
and we also work closely with the mental health charity MIND. Working
with MIND, we have a mental health practitioner who works with us one
day a week delivering cognitive behaviour therapy. This has been hugely
successful and one of our aims is to ensure that all our students feel
supported and cared for by our inclusion team at Phoenix.
TAs
We are hugely lucky at Phoenix to have a wonderful team of Teaching
Assistants. Our TAs are split into subject areas, Khloe Best – Science, Jessica Leighton – English,
Vitore Kacubaj – Maths, Teohna Thomas – Humanities. Along with supporting in lessons, our TAs also provide extra tuition after school in their subject specialism. This term we have had after school
tuition running in English, maths, science and even a handwriting club! Students having tuition has
made a huge academic difference. The sessions which are TAs deliver are linked to the learning in
lessons or GCSE exam content and our students report that the sessions are fun and enjoyable.
Next term we have a fully packed programme of tuition to offer, and we are also running a healthy eating nutrition club. During this session, students will learn about the importance of healthy eating, the
nutritional value of different foods and they will get to try out cooking healthy meals.

I hope you all have a wonderful festive break and I look forward to welcoming back our students in
2022!
Ms Copeland

17

17

